




Wienerland 

Business provides hotdog fix close to the campus 
for decades. 

Story on Page 8 


Academy of Dance 

Academy of Dance is celebrating their 20th anniversary produc¬ 
tion of “The Nutcracker.” 

Story on page 11 


Unemployment 

Current strains on the economy show in Tyler-job 
market. 

Story on page 5 
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FEY BENEFITS FROM ELECTION 

The popular comedy show Satur¬ 
day Night Live has reapecj the ben¬ 
efits of having a cast member, Tina 
Fey, that looks remarkably similar 
to Vice Presidential hopeful Gov. 
Sarah Palin. The show has done 
several spoofs with Fey acting as 
Palin and fellow cast member Amy 
Poehlor, acting as Sen. Hillary Clin¬ 
ton and news anchor Katie Couric. 
The entire story can be found at 
tjcnewspaper.com. 


Photo by T-Mobile/MCT 


ANTICIPATED T-MOBILE G1 


This year’s second-most anticipat¬ 
ed cell phone, the T-Mobile Gl, is 
significant not because it’s elegant 
or stylish like the most anticipated 
phone, the iPhone 3G, but because 
of what’s inside. It’s the first phone 
with Android, an open-source 
mobile operating system largely 
developed by Google that will ship 
with other phones in the future. 

For more information on the phone 
and the rest of the story, go to 
tjcnewspaper.com. 
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Class conducts 
presidential 
popularity poll 


By Kamren Thompson 

Managing Editor 


With presidential elections looming, po¬ 
litical analysts and campaign managers are 
anxiously crunching numbers to try and es¬ 
timate how many votes their candidate will 
receive. A Tyler Junior College class acquired 
some numbers of their own. 

Instructor Dr. Eugene Kirkpatrick’s 
Honors History class distributed 343 surveys 
to see which candidate, Sen. John McCain 
or Sen. Barack Obama, students and faculty 


— see POLL page 4 — 
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Candidates’ schedules 
in home stretch tell of 
their final game plans 


By Larry Eichel 

The Philadelphia 
Inquirer 


ON THE ISSUES 


PHILADELPHIA - In 

the final stretch of a presidential 
campaign, the schedules of the 
candidates speak volumes about 
whats really going on, even 
more than the polls. 

For the last 10 days, Dem¬ 
ocrat Barack Obama has been 
on the offense, campaigning 
exclusively in states won by 
President Bush four years ago. 
He even felt confident enough 


Issue importance: 


The Economy 63% 

Civil Rights 18% 

Foreign Relations 10% 
Job Security 9% 

*TJC Poll Results 


last week to visit Indiana, which 
hasn’t gone Democratic since 
1964. Republican John McCain 
has been working those same 


— see PLAN S page 4 — 


College prep 
makes changes 
around campus 


By Madison Payne 

Staff Writer 


Students walking around Potter Hall may notice 
some physical changes taking place. They might even 
see Lisa Harper, dean of College Preparatory Studies, 
painting the walls herself. 

Harper, who is located in Potter 206, is making 
some physical and philosophical changes that will af¬ 
fect current students and new-comers for the spring 
semester. 

“We want to make changes to better accommo¬ 
date students,” Harper 


said. 

As for the physical 
changes, some areas of 
Potter Hall will be dec¬ 
orated to a cool modern 
vibe. 

The cold, institute 


GET MORE 


See photos of the 
new renovations on 
page four. 
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UNUSUAL ART A local tattoo artist uses a torch to hand craft a glass tobacco 
pipe that will later be sold in Tyler's Dragon’s Breath. 


feeling will be replaced with earth tones on the walls 
and sleek, modular furniture. Sitting areas and tables 
are se,t up in order to make comfortable study areas 
for students. 

“I think redecorating and changing the atmo¬ 
sphere will be a great thing for students, it will be a 
nice place for students to go and it shows the students 
that someone actually cares about our comfort,” Kelly 
Conine, a TJC sophomore said. 

There will be an open house for everyone to come 
see and hear about the changes in the College Prepara¬ 
tory school sometime in November. The exact date of 
the open-house is yet to be determined. 

“Something as little as redecorating, I think, is ac¬ 
tually going to be very beneficial to the students. With 
a more professional and nice looking area, students will 
develop a professional mentality,” said Victoria Jenkins, 
a TJC sophomore. 

Physical changes are not the only ones taking 


see CHANGES page 3 — 


Local business crafts 
pipes by blowing glass 


By Shela Burgess 

Staff Writer 


Outside a familiar brick building 
labeled “Dragon’s Breath,” a small crowd 
gathered around what could only be made 
out as light behind some strange glass . 
guard. 

Upon further inspection, weaving 
through the small crowd, leaning in on 
tipped toes, two rowdy gentlemen are 
standing behind a torch, and one is wear¬ 
ing a welding mask and the other watch¬ 
ing intently. 

The gentleman wearing the welding 


mask is melting a glass tube in the torch 
and crafting it into a tobacco pipe. 

These are the Menzies brothers, 
Grant and Will, almost interchangeable, 
and self-proclaimed best friends. They are 
former fiber optic engineers turned glass 
blowers. 

The Menzies brothers have each been 
blowing glass for 10 years. 

On this day in October they came 
out to explain the technique of blowing 
glass and promote their products in the 
community. 


— ; see GLASS page 12 — 
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opinion 



my view 


Voice Your Choice or Else... 



Over 13.4 million 
people are registered to 
vote in the state of Texas 
for the upcoming elec¬ 
tion, but just how many of 
those registered will actu¬ 
ally show up at the polls? 

This election is one 
of the most important we 
will see in our lifetime. Ei¬ 
ther way the election goes, this is going to be a significant 
one, with either a black man being elected president or the 
nation electing their first female vice president. 

One thing that is not a good representation of our gen¬ 
eration is the number of people our age who are not regis¬ 
tered to vote. 

In a Tyler Junior College History class poll, 343 people 
were surveyed and 16 percent said they were not registered 
to vote in the 2008 election. If you use the same numbers 
and calculate that number across the entire TJC student body, 
more than 1,100 people are not registered to participate in 
this important election. 

Registering is just half of the battle. 

During the last presidential election, nearly 81 percent of 
registered voters nationwide actually showed up to the polls. 

Election workers in every county across the state are 
working frantically to prepare for one of the busiest general 
elections ever. 

“We anticipate a large voter turnout for the general elec¬ 
tion,” Texas Secretary of State Hope Andrade said in a pre¬ 
pared statement. “My office has worked with county officials 
across the state, and they are definitely prepared for such an 
important election.” 

No matter how busy the Election Day is, most voters are 
entering the polling station with one thing on their mind - 
their money. 

In the TJC History Class poll, over 60 percent of those 
surveyed said the economy is the number one priority when 
making their presidential pick. 

I am not trying to make the “its your right to vote” or 
“you’re un-American if you decide not to vote.” But this elec¬ 
tion has wide-reaching effects no matter which side of the 
aisle your candidate sits on. 

There are just a few days left in this election but whoever 
is elected Tuesday, Nov. 4 will make decisions that will impact 


l\oti ZOOS' 


VOTING INFORMATION 

EARLY VOTING 

• Last Day - Oct. 31, 

7 a.m.-7p.m. 


Get more online: 


ELECTION DAY 

• Nov. 4, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 


>(le<tion Day Locations WEB JJ(| )eWS p(|pe|’.COI|l 


> Sample Ballots 

> Election Results on Nov. 4 
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EARLY VOTING Long lines of people wait to vote 
early on Oct. 20 in Orlando, Fla. 

your finances, retirement, our family and friends in the mili¬ 
tary and our image with foreign countries. 

If you don’t think the upcoming election will affect you, 
think again. This election will be putting a person into of¬ 
fice that will make decisions about the availability of many 
student loans most students rely on to attend school everyday 
and make economic decisions that could impact your job. 

No matter the choice on the ballot, show up to the polls 
either Oct. 31 for the last day of early voting or on Election 
Day. 

Vote for our future before you have no choice but to live 
with the choice of others. 
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GET BEHIND THE CAMERA 
& GET IN FRONT OF TJC! 



OCTOBER 31 

EARLY VOTING ENDS AT 7 RM. 

FREE FALL FESTIVAL hosted by Student Activities 
with a haunted house and room of games, 6 - 8 
p.m. 

NOVEMBER 1 

MEN’S SOCCER REGIONALS at Houston. 

FOOTBALL vs. NEO, 2 p.m. 

PARENTS WEEKEND CONCERT featuring Blake 
Shelton in Wise Auditorium, 9 p.m. 


LAST DAY TO APPLY FOR FALL DEGREE 
SPRING 2009 ONLINE REGISTRATION BEGINS 
BRIDGE LOAN DUE 

PAYMENT DUE ON INSTALLMENT PLAN 

4 

ELECTION DAY 

VOLLEYBALL at Lee College, 3 p.m. 

HALO TOURNAMENT 6 p.m. 


calendar 

Oct. 31 - Nov. 14 


NCAA FOOTBALL ‘09 TOURNAMENT 6 p.m. 

6 

PING-PONG TOURNAMENT 6 p.m. 

FALL CHORAL CONCERT 7:30 p.m. 

7 

MEN’S SOCCER at district in Tyler. 

VOLLEYBALL at Region 14 Tournament in Carthage. 

STUDENT RECITAL in Jean Browne Theatre 1p.m. 

CANNED FOOD DRIVE hosted by Art Club in 
Jenkins Hall Ends. 

11 

NBA LIVE ‘08 TOURNAMENT 6 p.m. 


12 

SOUL CALIBER IV TOURNAMENT 6 p.m. 

13 

POOL TOURNAMENT 6 p.m. 

14 

STUDENT RECITAL in Jean Browne Theatre 
lp.m. 


HAVE AN EVENT? 

E-MAIL YOUR CALENDAR ITEMS TO 
TJCNEWS@TJC.EDU 

SUBMISSIONS WILL RUN BASED ON SPACE 
AVAILABLE AND TIMELINESS OF EVENT. 
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New iPhones have made cheating easier for students 


By Matt Loving 

News Editor 

Students have been cheating as long 
| aS tests have been given - but technology 
has now literally put cheating in the hands 
1 0 f students. 

The New York school system, with 
■ a 1.1 million student population, has 
banned cell phones in an attempt to cur- 
I tail distractions and cheating in the learn¬ 
ing environment. 

But with the arrival and popular use 
| of Apples iPhone, cheating has been rev- 
I olutionized. 

Tve used a cell phone to cheat be- 
I fore,” one sophomore general studies ma- 


jof 


admitted. 


If technology enables cheaters, the 
tools are readily available. According to a 
San Diego-based Web site, about 82 per¬ 
cent of Americans have cell phones.' 

What some instructors may not 
realize is cell phones are more than just 
telephones. Most are nothing short of a 
handheld computer with Internet access. 


Just a few of the applications that 
can be added to the iPhone are a metric 
conversion table, a Spanish dictionary and 
even Google to search for the answers to 
any question. 

Even with this new technology, re¬ 
ports of cheating have declined in the 
past decade, according to the Center for 
Academic Integrity. 

A lot of places don’t have Internet 
on campus for my iPod, hence no cheat- 
ing, Nick Renso, freshman general stud¬ 
ies major, said. 

The difference in the new iPod and 
the iPhone is only that an iPod does not 
have a phone built in. It still has many of 
the same features, as do other brand name 
devices like Palm Pilot and Blackberry. 

Many schools already have policies on 
cell phone usage and even some teachers 
implement their own classroom policies. 
But the emphasis is usually only on talk¬ 
ing and texting. One of the reasons could 
be because most students do not have iP¬ 
hones. They just have regular phones. 

“If you know what you’re doing, hav¬ 
ing a cell phone can work out real nice 


for you in class,” freshman English major 
Kevin Persons said. 

Some would argue that? if a student is 
going to cheat then they will find a way. 

“You can’t stop a cheater. People that 
are gonna cheat, are gonna cheat. There’s 
nothing anyone can do about it,” nursing ’ 
student Bronson Simmons said. 

A student could tell an instructor that 
he is listening to music to relax during the 
exam while instead listening to answers 
he has read onto his MP3 player. 

In addition, the way some teachers 
handle cheaters may not discourage it. 
Not every teacher that catches a student 
cheating enforces the proper punishment 
or even a grade modification. 

This may affect the attitudes of stu¬ 
dents like broadcasting major Lavanne 
Drayton. 

“Cheaters are the most successful 
people in life,” Drayton said: 

But the Student Affairs Department 
takes allegations of cheating seriously. If 
a student is caught cheating, that student 
can face failure of the class or expulsion. 

The best advice is just not to cheat. 




training program 


By Sidni D. Kirby 

Staff Writer 

Pain, confusion, screaming, sirens... 

“We are the very best chance you have on 
I the worst day of your life,” Dave Timmons, de¬ 
partment chair of Emergency Medical Service 
I Professions said. 

Emergency Medical Technicians and Para¬ 
medics respond at a moments notice to get the 
injured to the hospital as quickly as possible and 
keep them alive. 

“We are extensions of a physicians’ hands 
I when we are in the field... we will do everything 
I possible to keep someone alive,” Timmons 
I said. 

The program for a basic EMT is one se¬ 


mester, and to get a paramedic’s certification it 
is an additional year. EMTs perform basic life 
saving techniques in the field. Paramedics typi¬ 
cally have a higher understanding of the situ¬ 
ations and are able to perform different, more 
advanced actions on a patient. 

Timmons said it is his goal that the stu¬ 
dents know everything he knows and more once 
finished. 

The local hospitals see the benefits of the 
program first hand. 

Arnie Spears, director of Champion EMS 
at Trinity Mother Frances, said that students 
who have received their certifications at TJC 
“are well trained and well prepared. We work 
closely with the program.” 

Champion EMS has its own certification 


program also, but soon they might be working 
with TJC. 

“We are currently negotiating with TJC to 
have night classes at TJC for Champion EMS,” 
Spears said. 

It’s good for TJC, too. 

“TJC will benefit from having (the stu¬ 
dents). We will get contact hours, and they will 
not have to jump through hoops for certifica¬ 
tion,” Timmons said. 

An average of 50 percent of the students 
that complete their EMT certification go on to 
complete their paramedic training at TJC, ac¬ 
cording to Timmons. 

Jared Mundock, a student in the paramedic 
class at TJC, is not stopping there. Once he has 
completed his paramedic certification, he plans 


to “go to Colorado for a paramedic to RN pro¬ 
gram.” 

“I am looking forward to graduating and 
working somewhere, and of course the money, 1 * 
said Courtney Castle, another student in the 
paramedic class. 

Jamie Tilley is excited about “applying what 
wfe’ve been learning to the field and real life.” 

These students were active during the two 
times evacuees stayed at TJC, volunteering to 
help wherever needed. 

Timmons expects only the best from the 
students in the program. 

“Absolute dedication is required. We are 
talking about people living and dying. I want 
my guys to do the very best job for every patient 
they come across..” 


Program helps girls explore career options 


By Daisy Valle 

Staff Writer 

Hopeful and scared, she hands her fa¬ 
ther a hammer but is quickly and abruptly 
1 to go inside. 

Peering out the kitchen window, she 
I sees her father nailing the plywood to her 
family’s home. Her dream of becoming 
more than a housewife is in that moment 
I crushed. 

Tikis first, encounter leads her to be- 
lieve that women are limited. 

Expanding Your Horizons is a na¬ 
tionwide program started in 1976, that 
[targets young girls in 6th, 7th, and 8th 
[grades. 

Girls this age are considered to be 
at a vulnerable age and tend to decline in 
their math and science skills due to un¬ 
equal education or experience an early 
pregnancy. 

Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) 
participants believe that it is never too 
early to begin plans for the future. 

- Tyler Junior College was been part 
[of EYH since 1991. In 2007, over 600 
middle school girls attended the EYH 
| conference. 

“We know [Expanding Your Hori¬ 
zons] is [successful]. Since we started do¬ 
ing EYH nationally, there’s been a huge 


increase in the STEM fields,” said Jackie 
Littleton, director of American Associa¬ 
tion of University Women. 

STEM stands for Science, Technol¬ 
ogy, Engineering and Mathematics. 

Littleton also said that she feels there 
are gaps between the number of men and 
women in math- and science-related 
fields. 

As a result, EYH is designed to 
prevent anything that may limit a young 
ladies’ career choices by inviting them to 
take part in a student career program once 
every year. 

They can enroll in various workshops 
including Health Science, Industry and 
Engineering, Agriculture and Science, 
Personal, Protective, and Human Services 
and Business and Marketing. 

The workshops are lead by profes¬ 
sional women who are integrating math 
and science skills in their current jobs. 
These workshops offer hands-on experi¬ 
ence to young girls. 

Expanding Your Horizons, however, 
is not just limited to raising career aware¬ 
ness in young girls but also offers a pro¬ 
gram for adults and teachers. 

“The whole purpose is to see all types 
of careers, expand your horizons to differ¬ 
ent careers,” said Vickie Geisel, co-chair 
of EYH. 


Dr. Geisel also said that at the end of 
the conference, an EYH member pulls a 
young girl’s name out of a hat and awards 
her school $1,000 toward math or science 
related electronics. 

Although Dr. Geisel is retiring this 
year, she is still amazed at what 18 years 
of EYH has accomplished at Tyler Junior 
College. 

“I just remember one lady who went 
into engineering because of EYH. She 
saw women could go into a male domi¬ 
nant field,” said Geisel. 

Dr. Geisel also spoke of a dedicated 
father who drove back and forth between 
Tyler and Kilgore so he could take his 
little girls to the conference every year in 
March. His devotion allowing them to 
attend the conference changed their per¬ 
spectives. 

The registration fee for Expanding 
Your Horizons is $8 and is sponsored 
through organizations and companies in 
the Tyler community. 

EYH also offers a scholarship to TJC 
that is presented to a previous EYH par¬ 
ticipant each year. 

“The sponsors are usually friends of 
EYH already,” said Michele Knox, sup¬ 
port services. 

The next conference will be held 
March 28. 


{changes 

i *- Continuedfrontpage 1 - 

place for College Preparatory. Harper is 
tying to write a new TSI plan, which 
will drive the changes in the curriculum. 
TSI (which replaced the TASP law) is 
the Texas Success Initiative that requires 
students to be tested in reading, writing 
a nd mathematics before enrolling into 
college. The college has the flexibility 
to decide what would be best for the 
student in order to be ready for college- 
fevel courses. 

Harper is comparing and contrast- 
•ng other community colleges such as 
Austin Community College and Tem¬ 
ple College to see what they are doing 
ln their college preparatory departments 
as opposed to TJC. 

“We are putting students first and 
tying to see what we can do to help 
students economically and help them be 
allege ready,” Harper said. 


NEW FURNITURE Anita Peace 
Jones works on her laptdp on the 
college prep’s new furniture in 
Potter Hall. Many students spend 
time catching up on classes or 
getting caught up on home work 
in the new seating areas. 

Photo by Madison Payne 




News in Brief 

OPHE RENOVATIONS 
COMPLETE 

The OPHE Cardio Room renovations are 
complete, and it is now open for use. Renovations 
included a new television, new carpet, a stair step¬ 
per and a treadmill. 

FORENSICS TEAM 
TAKES VICTORY 

The TJC Forensics Team returned home from 
the Coyote Thunder Forensic Tournament with a 
third place sweepstakes trophy. TJC competed with 
over 10 universities including Sterling University 
(first place sweepstakes) and Kansas Wesleyan (sec¬ 
ond place sweepstakes), University of Oklahoma, 
West Texas A&M and others. 

Winners included Austin Witherspoon, 
Jessica Peters, Jeremiah Garcia and Alina Dolzhen- 
ko. 

PARENTS WEEKEND 
ARRIVES AT TJC 

TJC will celebrate its third annual Parents 
Weekend on Oct. 31 and Nov 1. The weekend be¬ 
gins with a campus-wide fall festival 6-8 p.m. Fri- 
day, in the Apache Rooms located in Rogers Stu¬ 
dent Center. Dinner will be served starting at 6 
p.m. on the first floor of Rogers. 

At 8 p.m. the Apache basketball team will take 
on North Lake College in Wagstaff Gym. Saturday, 
Oct.' 13, students and parents will be treated to a 
come-and-go breakfast sponsored by the Alumni 
Association. President Dn Mike Metke, ice presi¬ 
dents, deans and faculty members will be on hand 
for visits. Entertainment will be provided by the 
Jazz Band. 

DOUBLE VISION ART 
EXHIBITION OPENS 

TJC Wise Auditorium Art Gallery will be ex¬ 
hibiting the works of Debbie Cannatella through 
Nov. 20. 

Cannatella’s works show masterful control 
of watercolor while having powerful spontaneity 
within the structure of composition. 

Cannatella currently teaches workshops at 
TJC West Campus as well as travels to surround- 
■ ing cities and states' as a workshop instructor. She 
is known for her bold use of watercolor and unex¬ 
pected nuances in her interpretive realism. 

A reception and artist talk will be held at 12:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 20 in the Wise Auditorium 
Art Gallery. 
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POLL 


continued from page 1 


will vote for. 

“We just want to know 
how the school feels about the 
upcoming election,” TJC stu¬ 
dent Aaron Handley said. “We 
hope to get the most unbiased 
opinion possible.” 

The group randomly gave 
half of the polls to students and 
half to faculty to keep it unbi¬ 
ased and also to get a more ac¬ 
curate variety of voters. 

Freshman Jana Marcus- 
sen said it was interesting to 
see the differences in voters. 


The poll asks nine ques¬ 
tions including candidate 
choice, voting habits, age, eth¬ 
nicity and gender. 

The students said while 
some of the results were sur¬ 
prising, others were expected. 

“McCain did win, and we 
were kind of expecting that,” 
TJC student Justin Hilton said 
“It was shocking to see how big 
the racial divides were as far as 
how people voted.” 

According to the poll, the 
older the voters got, the more 
conservative and supportive of 


Popularity by ethnicity 


Obama 



McCain 



White 


Black Hispanic Asian 


McCain they became. Also, 
there was only one black person 
that voted for McCain. 

Another interesting an¬ 
swer to the polling survey came 
from a democratic female vot¬ 
er. She wrote simply, “Where’s 
Hillary?” and voted for Mc¬ 
Cain. 

The poll is just one of the 
projects the class is organizing 
and participating in. Kirkpat¬ 
rick said there are two other 
projects this semester. One 
group is following a colonial 
family through history and an¬ 
other group is tracking Virginia 
presidents. 

Marcussen said she chose t 
the poll project because it was 
the most current. 

“I think its going to be the 
most interesting, and it’s more 
current,” she said. “We will 
have an opportunity to relate 
current events to previous elec¬ 
tions in history, and this one 
in particular is going to have a 
huge impact.” 

The students in the polling 
group agreed that this election 
•was one of the most important 
in Americas history. 

“It’s kind of a big deal this 
time because there is so much 
going on with the war and 
the economy and everything,” 
Handley said. “It’s important 
who gets picked.” 

Marcussen said she be¬ 
lieves the election will not only 
have an impact on our nation 
for the next four years, but 
many years to come. She also 
said she believes more students 
are involved in this election 
than previous years. 

“It’s being publicized a lot 
and the media’s real involved, 
not just in the news and stuff, 
but it’s going through MTV 
and channels kids watch,”Mar¬ 
cussen said. 

The majority of the class 
agreed that this election is one 
of the most important in histo¬ 
ry and deserves voter attention. 

“Hopefully [the poll] 
will inspire them to vote and. 
make sure they know their vote 
counts,” TJC student Matthew 
Potter said. 


PLANS 


continued from page 1~ 


red states, playing defense; his predicament 
is such that on Tuesday, he’s scheduled to go 
to North Carolina, even though it’s voted Re¬ 
publican the last seven times in a row. 

McCain’s only blue-state destination has 
been Pennsylvania, repeatedly. It is where he 
hopes to find his political salvation. 

With nine days left before Election Day, 
the reality is that Obama has multiple paths 
to reach the needed 270 electoral votes while 
McCain’s options are few. 

State-by-state polls suggest that if ev¬ 
erything breaks right for Obama, he might 
approach the 379 electoral votes Bill Clinton 
amassed in 1996 when he won re-election 
against Bob Dole. 

Thanks in part to his financial advantage, 
Obama is competitive in places that were off- 
limits to Democrats for years. 

“Strategically, we tried to have as wide a 
map as possible,” Obama campaign manager 
David Plouffe said Friday. ... And we think 
we’ve been able to create that dynamic. 

The tilt of the 


the Democratic base. 

Initially, Pennsylvania 


and Michi 


ll ga- 


with their older populations and socially COn . 
servative Democrats, looked like the best p ro $. 
pects. 

But McCain abandoned Michigan 
hopeless weeks ago. That forced him to ke< 
fighting in Pennsylvania, hoping to take at 
vantage of the doubts about Obama that vot« 
ers, mostly outside the Philadelphia area, dem. 
oristrated during his primary defeat by Hill; 
Rodham Clinton., 

“We need to carry Pennsylvania to yJ 
this thing,” the state’s former Gov. Tom Ridg e 
acknowledged a few days ago, later addii 
“You don’t want to write John McCain oj 
ever. ... If John McCain has a Webster’s Dio 
tionary, there are a couple of words that are no: 
in it. ‘Surrender,’quit’ or ‘give up.’“ 

State Democratic leaders believe M c . 
Cain’s Pennsylvania fixation makes a certain 
amount of sense. 

No Democratic presidential candid? 
since Lyndon Johnson has received more than 
51 percent of 


playing field helps ex¬ 
plain McCain’s focus 
on Pennsylvania _ he 
was in Bensalem last 
week, he’s slated to be 
in Pottsville Monday 
and Hershey on Tues¬ 
day _ despite trailing 
in state polls by about 
10 points. He has no 
other choice. 

The reason is that 
Obama is ahead in all 
of the states the Dem- 


H We’re going to make a huge 
effort in Pennsylvania. As 
unlikely as it is for them 
[McCain] to succeed, we’ve 
got to take that seriously, 
and we will. 


— David Plouffe 

Obama Campaign Manager 


vote in the state, 
even though 
party has carried 
the last four time: 
in a row. 

So, it’s reason¬ 
able to expect 
close outcome. 

“We’re going 
to make a huge i 
fort in Pennsyh 
nia,” said Plouffe 
“As unlikely as itii 
for them [McCain] 


ocrats carried in 2004, including Pennsylvania, 
and in some states won by the GOP. 

Consider this winning McCain scenario, 
improbable as it seems at the moment. 

Assume McCain loses the four red states 
where the Obama campaign feels it’s stron¬ 
gest, namely Colorado, Iowa, New Mexico 
and Virginia. Assume, too, that McCain wins 
every other contested red state, including Mis¬ 
souri, Florida, Ohio, Nevada, Indiana and 
North Carolina, even though he trails in most 
of them now. 

If all of that were to happen, McCain 
would eke out a 273-265 victory by winning 
Pennsylvania. 

“We don’t believe any of the naysayers 
who believe Pennsylvania is out of reach,” Mc¬ 
Cain campaign manager Rick Davis said last 
week. 

From the beginning, Davis and compa¬ 
ny understood that Obama was likely to win 
some traditionally Republican states and that 
they’d have to take a stab at making inroads in 


to succeed, we’ve got to take that seriously, and 
we will.” 

As current Gov. Ed Rendell has noted 
the Electoral College formula for winning 
a presidential election has been in place foi 
years: The party that takes at least two out 
the three biggest swing states _ Pennsylvania 
Florida and Ohio _ takes the White House. 

That formula has proved valid in each 
the last 11 elections, with Ohio voting forth? 
winner every time. But even that rule migh: 
not hold this time. 

With his strength in the west and 
Virginia, Obama might be in position to wii 
while losing both Ohio and Florida _ although 
he could win either one _ so long as he 1 
on in Pennsylvania. 

Obama chief strategist David Axelrod 
said months ago that his goal was to go into 
Election Night not depending upon Florida, 
which decided the outcome in 2000, or i 
which was pivotal in 2004. 

Distributed by MCT 
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Students search for jobs as more businesses collapse 

Ri/ l^citiinp Qmith — a . —— .. 


By Jasmine Smith 

Student Life Editor 
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The current strain on the 
economy has had a direct effect 
0 n college students employed by 
businesses like Linens-N-Things, 
Bennigan’s and Oxford St. Res¬ 
taurant, all of which have had to 
close. 

“I might work at Bed Bath 
and Beyond since they are the 
same store and sell the same 
items,” sophomore Gabrielle 
Lane said. Lane is one of the 23 
employees at the Tyler Linens-N- 
Things location. 

Bennigans collapsed in a pe¬ 
culiar fashion. Managers across 
the country received midnight 
phone calls telling them to shutter 
their stores immediately. Custom¬ 
ers and employees were left peer¬ 
ing in windows. 

“Closed for business as of 
Tuesday, July 29,” said a paper 
taped to the door of a Bennigans 
on Michigan Avenue in Chicago. 

For students who may have 
been directly affected by the re¬ 
cent closings, there is a way to get 
back into the work force. 

“I would suggest that stu¬ 
dents that have been affected by 


the recent closures maintain 
positive attitude, make sure that 
their resume is up to date, as well 
as, practice their interviewing 
skills, Annie Lan, Career Ser¬ 
vices specialist said. 

Students are encouraged to 
stop by Career Services if they 
need any assistance in develop¬ 
ing a resume or are interested in a 
mock interview. 

Be sure to register on Tyler 
Junior College’s Apache Jobs and 
upload your resume,” Lan said. 

Career Services will host a 
job fair exclusively for Surveying 
and Mapping students from 4:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m. on March 19 and an 
Allied Health and Nursing job 
fair from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. on March 
23 for Allied Health and Nursing 
students nearing graduation. 

“Career Services participates 
in monthly job fairs for any job 
seekers,” Lan said. 

The local job market should 
improve with the arrival of new 
businesses such as Academy, Wal¬ 
greens, and Chase bank to name 
a few, which are open or due to 
open within the coming year. 



-MCT Wire Service contributed 
information to this report- 


Photo by Cody Lillich 

EVERYTHING MUST GO cars line the parking lot of the Linens-N-Things in Tyler as the store offers a “Going Out 
of Business Sale” before it closed its doors. 


Learning loft provides students with tutoring and reduces anxiety 


By Valencia Golden 

Staff Writer 


With the pressure of final examines lurking, students are 
wondering how they can improve their test scores. 

Students can receive the help they need in almost every course 
and in some electives for free, at the Learning Loft located in the 
Rogers Student Center. 

Many students have trouble learning in a group environment. 
Individual tutoring is available for students who do better in a one- 
on-one basis. t 

“To receive tutoring, students have to first register,” said Sara 
Heartley, staff technician. “Walk-ins are welcome for math, A&P, 
chemistry, computer science and writing.” 

The Learning Loft also provides other services such as aca¬ 
demic coaching. Academic coaching can help students identify 
their strengths and weaknesses and build effective study skills. 

“Academic coaching can help students identify their learning 
style and learn how to take better notes,” Heartley said. “Students 
can also learn how to efficiendy read a textbook and get the most 
out of what they are reading.” 

Professional counseling is also available for students who are 


((Counseling can help students discover 
that the reasons why they are struggling 
have more to do with things outside of 

school, yy 


— Sara Heartley 

StaffTechnician, Learning Loft 


feeling stressed out by exams or have difficulty in their personal 
lives that is affecting them academically. 

“Counseling can help students discover that the reasons 
why they are struggling have more to do with things outside of 
school,” Heartley said. “Relieving outside stress can help students 
improve.” 

Regularly attending tutoring and counseling can benefit stu¬ 
dents by improving their schoolwork and their family life as well. 

“Tutoring can help you grow as a student,” tutor Jessica Leh¬ 
man said. “You will learn how to become more organized. It basi¬ 
cally gives you a hand up.” 

There are some subjects that students tend to struggle in more 


than others. 

“English, but mainly help with math is in great demand,” Le¬ 
hman said. 

The word must be getting out about the free services that 
the Learning Loft provides. Registration has increased from last 
semester. 

“About 700 students have signed up, which is a great increase 
from last spring. And about 70 percent of students that signed up 
actually received tutoring,” Heartley said. 

For students who are looking for a part-time job, tutor posi¬ 
tions are available. 

“Students can come in and fill out an application. Students 
must have a 3.0 GPA or higher and a A’ in the course they want 
to tutor,” Heartley said. “The next tutor training will be held on 
Jan. 16.” 


LEARNING LOFT 

HOURS: 

Located on the third 

Monday - Friday 

floor of the Rogers 

8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Student Center. 


Cash-strapped students compare 
costs of living on and off campus 


campus 


By Satin Scott 

Staff Writer 


The state of the economy is affecting col- 
;e students and making them re-examine the 
economics of living on campus versus the free¬ 
dom and expense of apartment life. 

In 2007-2008, the cost of living for on- 
campus students was estimated at $4,000 for 
room and board alone and $6,284 for off-cam¬ 
pus students according to the National Center 
of Education Statistics. 

The most expensive dorm on campus is 
Louis H. and Joseph Z. Ornelas Residential 
Complex at $2,985 per semester. The remaining 
eight dorms all cost $2,075. According to the 
Residential Life office this must be paid at one 
time. The dorm costs include a meal plan, utili¬ 
ties, cable and internet. 

“You get the room and board paid for at 
once instead of monthly payments,” said David 
Camacho, resident of Ornelas Complex. 

Apartments in Tyler range from $480- 
*1,335 er month. That would be $1,920- 
15,340 er semester not including the extra 
living costs. 

Melody Huff, area coordinator of Resi¬ 
dential Life, said it is actually cheaper to live on 
Ca mpus since students who live, in apartments 
We to pay extra-costs like electricity and food. 

“Students living on campus have that in¬ 
cluded in the cost of living,’’Huff said. 

Students living off campus have to pay 
groceries, gas, utilities and cable bills separately, 
he average cost of groceries for a student living 
°ff~campus ranges from $100-$400 per month. 
Cas prices ranged from $2-$5 per gallon this 
past year. Utilities including electric, water and 
garbage range from $10-$ 150 per month. Some 
a Partments offer free cable and internet, how- 
ev er the average cost of cable and internet could 
as high as $100 per month. 

Some low-income students who live off 
campus cannot afford the extra costs. 

“I stay in low-income housing with utili¬ 
ties included,” said Sharon Grant, TJC student 
an d resident of Grand Manor Apartments. “I 
struggle to get groceries. It’s harder because of 


gas expenses. It used to cost $20 but now $40 a 
week to fill up.” 

“Without food stamps there would be no 
money to eat,” said Niki Gibson, a TJC student 
and resident of The Park at Shiloh Apartments. 

“Having an apartment costs more than a 
dorm room but it provides more space,” said 
Jason Morris, a TJC student and resident of 
Chelsea Creek Apartments. “For me the extra 
space is worth the money, and I’m not forced 
to have a roommate which is a major plus for 
me also.” 

Morris said that students staying off cam¬ 
pus have more freedom than students living in 
the dorms. 

“I would rather have an apartment because 
you don’t have to deal with drama from suite 
mates,” said Chicoya Jackson, resident of Bate¬ 
man Hall. “The bills may be more, but it is bet¬ 
ter than high school drama.” 


Rose Royalty 


CAMPUS COMPARISON 
(PER SEMESTER) 


ON- 

CAMPUS 

OFF- 

CAMPUS 

RENT 

$2,985 

(ORNELAS) 

$2,200 

MEALS 

Included 

$800 

UTILITIES 

(electric, 
gas, water, 
garbage) 

Included 

$225 

CABLE 

AND 

INTERNET 

Included 

$400 

TRAVEL TO 
CAMPUS 

N/A 

$200 

TOTAL 

$2,985 

$3,825 

*Semester = 4 weeks 

Off-campusfigures are average prices 
for Tyler . 

-:--- 



ROSE PARADE ROYALTY TJC President Dr. Mike Metke and wife 
in the 2008 Texas Rose Festival Rose Parade on Oct. 18 in Tyler. 


Photo by Cody Lillich 

Donna Metke ride 
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Man decorates basement walls with $10 worth of Sharpie 



Photos by David Stephenson 


SHARPIE ARTIST A stairwell leading and a wall in a basement is filled with art drawn 
by Lexmark lawyer Charles Kratzer, who turned his entire basement into a mural us¬ 
ing black Sharpies. 


By Cheryl Truman 

McClatchy Newspapers 

LEXINGTON, Ky. - 
When Charlie Kratzer started 
on the basement art project in 
his south Lexington home, he 
was surrounded by walls paint¬ 
ed a classic cream. Ten dollars 
of Magic Marker and Sharpie 
later, the place was black and 
cream and drawn all over. 

There are fictional de¬ 
tectives Hercule Poirot (as 
portrayed by the actor David 
Suchet) and Sherlock Hol¬ 
mes (as played by the late Jer¬ 
emy Brett), Winston Churchill 
lounging with George Bernard 
Shaw, and the TV squirrel 
Rocky and his less adroit moose 
pal Bulhvinkle. 

Says Kratzer of his car¬ 
toon of a cartoon: “You appre¬ 
ciate the cleverness more as an 
adult.” 

There’s Georges Seurat’s 
“Sunday Afternoon on the Is¬ 
land of La Grande Jatte.”There 
is Blenheim Palace, the birth¬ 
place of Winston Churchill, 
and the Cornell Law School, 
of which Kratzer is an alumnus. 
There is Kratzer’s dad. There is 
the harlequin pattern , alluded 
to in culinary culture today by 
the Panera bread bag , and a 
fake fireplace facing a real one. 

There are both The Wal¬ 
rus and the Carpenter (from 
Lewis Carroll’s “Through the 
Looking Glass and What Al¬ 
ice Found There”), and William 
Shakespeare. The Marx Broth¬ 
ers peer around a corner. A flip- 
top garbage can is transformed 
via marker art into “Star Wars’” 
plucky little beeper R2D2. 

Says Kratzer, 53, the as¬ 
sociate general counsel for 
Lexmark: “People are amazed 
that with something as simple 
and inexpensive as a Sharpie, 


you can decorate a whole base¬ 
ment.” 

How did this Sharpie 
world start? With a single swipe 
of the marker. 

Kratzer started mid-wall, 
with a mark. Then he thought, 
well, taking a design out to the 
edge of the wall wouldn’t be 
overwhelming. 

Then the rest of the base¬ 
ment flared off that first wall. 

Kratzer’s basement sug¬ 
gests that the great cultural 
influences wandered out of col¬ 
lege humanities class , here a 
Churchill for eloquence during 
harsh times, a Joan Crawford 
for cinematic vampiness, Hol¬ 
mes and Poirot for great liter¬ 
ary characterization , and set up 
shop together in ,the carefully 
hand-drawn markings of an 
educated imagination come to 
life. 

Kratzer might be a lawyer 
by day but in his off hours he is 
a man who has taken the artis¬ 
tic influences and heroes of his 
life and imagined them onto 
his walls, that he might keep 
company with them while he 
uses the pool table. 

Look carefully in this base¬ 
ment o’ dreams and you’ll see a 
drawing of the Kratzers’upstairs 
library, with Claude Monet, the 
greatest of the Impressionists, 
at the doorway. It’s a tribute 
to Monet, but it’s also a way of 
living with cultural influences: 
Kratzer and his wife, Deb, don’t 
just keep them within book cov¬ 
ers or admire them in museums. 
Their Picasso spends each day 
close to their pinball machine. 
Agatha Christie’s shrewd little 
Belgian detective and his care¬ 
fully pruned mustache hover 
over the deck door. 

From the main floor lead¬ 
ing down to the basement, 
there is a color mural inspired 


by Picasso’s “The Dream.” 

But through most of tK 
spacious basement there ; 
black line-drawing , around ^ 
pinball machine and the 
table and over the bathtub an, 
toilet. 

Why the black marl^ 
theme? Says Kratzer: “You cl 
do a lot with it.” 

Indeed, Sharpie art has jl 
own little corner of the Interne? 
Artist Justine Ashbee, at 
justineashbee.com, features 
gallery of intricate Sharpie art 
Kratzer likes the Impre$ 
sionists, but he’s also inspire,] 
by Picasso , in particular tU 
artist’s ability to convey a 1 0 
of information with just a k 
lines. A gathering at Picasso 
Paris salon in 1919 dominate 
a far wall, featuring a pantheoi 
of artistic greats including JeJ 
Cocteau, Erik Satie, Clive Bel I 
and Olga Picasso, striking | 
kind of Sharpie synthesis o| 
marker art between film, musii 
dance, literature and the muse, f 
While Kratzer’s basemen; j 
mural art might have startej 
with one mark, he had decidet I 
in his 30s that he wanted Im | 
pressionist art in his house E 
quite a lot of it, and that J 
afford such a stunning varieti] 
he’d best produce it himself. | 
He began to paint, an; 
now there are paintings all ovei| 
the house , created by Charlie I 
and critiqued and guided U 
Deb. The two met at Muhlen 
berg College in Pennsylvania] 
Deb, now an at-home mom] 
formerly taught deaf students, | 
The couple has two son; i 
one at a Massachusetts engi*; 
neering college, the other ai 
high school in Lexington. 

Says Deb: “I have the cool¬ 
est husband. He’s so bright, anc 
artistic on top of it.” 
Distributed by MCT 
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Join Us for Preview Friday! 


Designed exclusively for transfer students, Preview Friday is an event 
that allows you to mingle with other transfer students and view a detailed 
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Campus 

By Shane Smith 

Photo Editor 

Living away from home, work¬ 
ing and going to school can all take a 
toll on over-stressed students. 

According to the Web site heal- 
thyminds.org, one out of four adults 
will experience a depressive episode by 
the age of 24. The site has also found 
that half of all college students report- 
feeling so depressed at some point 
that they have trouble functioning. 

“I think counselors come into 
play when a student’s support system 
fails to get them through an issue and 
they are still having problems,” said 


offers counseling services to 


ADA Student Coordinator/Coun¬ 
selor Margaret Rapp. “Everyone has, 
to an extent, their own form of sup¬ 
port system through friends, fam¬ 
ily and themselves. When that fails 
to work, that s when I believe they 
should probably seek help through a 
counselor.” 

Throughout high school, most 
students are aware of counselors who 
are available whenever needed. How¬ 
ever, college can be a different story. 

College is a very stressful envi¬ 
ronment, and many kids are going to 
school while working and* even tak¬ 
ing care of families at the same time, 
and that can be very hard for them,” 


said Dr. Stephanie Eijsink, the phy¬ 
sician who treats students at the on- 
campus clinic. 

To help students with this adjust¬ 
ment, TJC Support Services has two 
licensed counselors available. Rapp 
takes care of students with disabilities 
as well as counseling. Tracey Williams 
is in charge of academic tutoring as 
well as some counseling. 

Many students, with or without 
counseling needs, aren’t aware that 
TJC has counseling available. 

“I had no idea we had one,”TJC 
student Dominick McLusky said. 

, For many students, knowing this 
information could be beneficial. 


“I had a roommate last year that 
had depression problems,” said former 
TJC student Luis Florez. “He had to 
leave school because of it. I’m not sure 
if he knew about the school counsel¬ 
ing or not, but it probably would have 
helped him.” 

Although TJC’s support system 
does offer counseling, it doesn’t always 
handle everyone’s situation. 

TJC also has a clinic on campus 
with a licensed physician to evalu¬ 
ate, and in some cases, can prescribe 
medication for students. 

“You need to approach the issues 
with both a social and biochemical 
aspect, which consists of sometimes 


Story time just right for children with hearing 


students 

prescribing medication,” Eijsink said. 

Dr. Eijsink see’s students facing 
depression every day. 

“There’re two sides to the coin. 
Sometimes you’ll see the anxiety side 
and sometimes we’ll get the depressed 
side, however, we take care of both 
sides.” 

Students can either come by the 
support services on the second floor 
of Rogers Students Center, next to 
the testing center, or make a phone 
call to set up an appointment. 

Margaret Rapp can be reached 
at 903-510-2878, Tracey Williams at 
903-510-2041, and Dr. Stephanie Ei¬ 
jsink at 903-510-3862. 

disabilities 


iell By Dennis Gonsoulin 

; a Staff Writer 

of | 

s k> Deaf and hard-of-hear- 
!e - ing children may not often 
get the opportunity to enjoy 
te ^ story time the way that hear- 
kd ing children do, but the Sign 
Language Interpreting Pro- 
iSe i gram may have found a solu- 
t0 tion that is just right. 

“ty Oct. 19 marked the be¬ 
ginning of Sign-language Sto- 
nc * ryTime Saturdays at Barnes 
^ er and Noble. 

be Started by Rhonda McK- 
ty inzie, department chair of 
n ' Sign Language Interpreting, 
Ja ' the event is planned to be held 
every other Saturday at Barnes 

5l and Noble Bookstore in Tyler, 

ns, 


STORY TIME 


Dates: Nov. 1 and 16 

> 1 - 

id 

Time: 10 a.m. 

Place: Barnes and 
Noble 


Location: South 
Broadway Ave. 

Contact Information: 
Rhonda McKinzie 
(903) 510-2774 


where students and faculty 
from the program will read 
aloud while signing children’s 
stories in American Sign Lan¬ 
guage. 

“We thought this would 
be a good way to advertise our 
program and get more people 
involved, as well as reach out 
to the community, especially 
the deaf children,” said McK¬ 
inzie. 

In a flurry of hand move¬ 
ments with animated body 
gestures and facial expressions, 
McKinzie acted out the story 
of “Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears” while the story was read 
aloud by sophomore Interpret¬ 
ing student Karen Burns. 

“In sign language, your 
face is your punctuation. 
When you read stories to 
hearing children, you use the 
expression in your voice. Deaf 
children cant hear that, so you 
have to use your facial expres¬ 
sions and body language to 
help tell the story,” said Karla 
Watts, sophomore Interpret¬ 
ing student. 

Refreshments accompa¬ 
nied the event and while there 
was no porridge to taste, Star- 
bucks provided cookies and 
drinks, which weren’t too hot 
or too cold, but just right. 

With the event being 
brand new and taking place on 


the same day as the Tyler Rose 
Parade, a huge turnout was not 
expected and the first time was 
viewed as a dry run, accord¬ 
ing to McKinzie. A team of 
four other students and faculty 
members were present and ap¬ 
proximately 10 people showed 
up to join the audience. No 
children were present, but 
McKinzie is hopeful that once 
word gets out about the event, 
the next reading, will draw a 
crowd that is not too big, not 
too small, but just right. 

As the students in the 
program are training to work 
as interpreters for the deaf 
and hard-of-hearing, the story 
time serves as practice for the 
line of work. 

“We have a saying in the 
department: ‘If you feel like 
you look stupid, you’re doing 
it right’,” said Alicia Poston, 
sophomore Interpreting stu¬ 
dent. 

While the targeted age 
group is children up to 12, 
people of all ages, hearing as 
well as hearing impaired, are 
welcome to come enjoy the 
event, which will next be held 
at 10 a.m. Nov. 1 and 16 at 
the Barnes and Noble store 
on South Broadway Avenue. 
For more information, contact 
Rhonda McKinzie at (903) 
510-2774. 



Photo by Dennis Gonsoulin 


SIGN AND STORY TIME (right) Rhonda Mckinzie signs to local deaf community at 
Barnes and Noble “Story Time” while sophomore interpreting student Karen Burns reads 
aloud to the audience. The event is being held every other weekend to bring awareness 
to the program offered on campus. 
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The Apache Pow Wo 


[ variety ] 



OWNER OF 
WIENER- 
LAND David 
Pessink 
puts on 
his hotdog 
costume 
during busi¬ 
ness hours. 
Pessink 
has owned 
Wienerland 
for 8 years, 
and prides 
himself on 
keeping 
the Tyler 
tradition a 
mainstay in 
the lives of 
citizens. 


Photo by Sarah 
Goulden 


Local business provides 
hot dog fix close to campus 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Singer Tritt 
7 Comic DeLuise 
10 Time periods 

14 Caribbean 
capital 

15 Raw mineral 

16 Defoe’s Flanders 

17 Blueblood 

19 Army mascot 

20 Absolutely not! 

21 Deeply cut 
23 Seller’s $ 

equivocation 

25 Unties 

26 Academic 
groups 

30 Make a blunder 

31 Top-drawer 

32 Fish catcher 
34 Leavening 

ingredient 

39 Refuses to 

40 Begins moving 

43 Dry by rubbing 

44 Cache of cash 

46 Saturate 

47 Garfield’s pal 

48 Hosp. sections 
51 NBA scores 
53 Erupt suddenly 

57 Home of the 
Trojans 

58 Yellow tablets 
60 Wahine’s 

welcome 

65 Stratford’s river 

66 Art of counting 

68 In the mail 

69 Sailor’s org. 

70 _-down cake 

71 Marathon and 
Longboat 

72 Journey part 

73 Wide shots 

DOWN 

1 Better late_ 

never 

2 Uncommon 

3 Tel_ -Jaffa 

4 Bouquet holder 

5 Lead-ins 

6 Portuguese saint 

7 “_the Explorer” 

8 Delphic seer 

9 Shooting star 
10 Goldman and 

Lazarus 
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11 Bus itinerary 

12 “Interiors” 
director 

13 Racers on 
runners 

18 Storage cabinet 

22 Sabbatini of 
golf 

24 Kingsley and 
Affleck 

26 Crow calls 

27 Criminal’s haul 

28 Writer Quindlen 

29 Collectors’ 
groups 

33 Shakespearean 
contraction 

35 Cuddly George 
Lucas creature 

36 Helper 

37 Barbecue rod 

38 Tiger’s gadgets 

41 Healthy 

42 Health resorts 

45 Shoe part 

49 “Letting It All 
Hang Out” 
autobiographer 


Solutions 



50 Meager 

52 Shrimp dish 

53 Liquor container 

54 River 
embankment 

55 Extreme pain 

56 Talks wildly 


59 Minor dent 

61 Fewer 

62 Elevator 
pioneer 

63 Take cover 

64 Sleeve cards 
67 Sing wordlessly 


By Sarah Goulden 

Advertising Director 

Alice had wonderland. 
Peter had Neverland. Tyler 
has.. .well.. .Wienerland. 

A small, unusually trian¬ 
gular-shaped building with a 
drive-thru cutting through the 
middle and a seven-foot-tall 
talking hotdog is a symbol of 
familiarity and nostalgia for 
many Tylerites. 

When Wienerland first 
opened in 1968, it was known 
as Der WienerSchnitzel. Al¬ 
though the name changed 
during the 1980s, the recipes 
and systematic way of running 
the restaurant have stayed the 
same. David Pessink, owner 
for the last eight years, said 
that in keeping the same reci¬ 
pes, Wienerland has become 
somewhat of a “novelty.” 

“We’ve been doing it the 
exact same way for the last 
40 years,” said David. “That’s 
what it’s all about; consistency, 
quality of product.” 

Located directly across 
the street from the TJC cam¬ 
pus, Wienerland serves more 
than 5,000 hotdogs per week 
and 300 to 400 hotdogs dur¬ 
ing the lunch rush alone. The 
smells of sizzling bacon strips 
and fresh fried tortilla chips 
fill the small kitchen early in 
the morning. Although at 10 
a.m. the kitchen staff seems 
relaxed, by lunchtime the 
kitchen is run much like an as¬ 
sembly line. 

Store Manager John Pes¬ 
sink, and son of the owner, 
said everything must be done 
in a fast-paced, but organized 
manner during their busi¬ 
est times in order not to keep 
the hungry customers wait¬ 
ing. Since the kitchen is small, 
any kind of interference, like a 
misplaced trashcan, can throw 
the whole system off. 

Wienerland has fed a 
hungry TJC crowd for de¬ 
cades leading David, who has 
worked at Wienerland a to¬ 
tal of 17 years, to believe the 
vast selection of hotdogs, chili 
dogs, and even tacos must be 
“brain food.” Not only are 
there a lot of choices, but the 
price and the close proximity 
to the campus prove to be en¬ 
ticing. 

“It’s a convenient place to 
eat, especially when you don’t 
have any gas,” TJC student 
Bryan Martin said. 

“It’s handy for TJC stu¬ 
dents because the prices are 
fairly inexpensive, and it’s just 
right across the street,” fresh¬ 
man Cameron Frowicksaid. 


“If I’m hungry after class 
and I have another class af¬ 
ter, I’ll swing by and pick up 
something to eat.” 

Although- Wienerland 
serves an average of 92 cars 
during its peak hours, Da¬ 
vid said that his customers 
know they won’t have to wait 
in line very long. Highlight¬ 
ing customer appreciation and 
service, David himself doesn’t 
mind going outside and taking 
the orders of customers before 
they pull up to the drive-thru 
windows. 

“My name may be on the 
lease, but it belongs to my cus¬ 
tomers. I just keep it alive,” 
David said. He went on to say 
that his customers are consid¬ 
ered family. 

On occasion, David will 
don a hotdog costume during 
business hours. Standing at 
just over six-feet-tall, he said 
he grows to nearly seven feet 
when wearing the costume. 
The hotdog costume earns a 
few laughs from the vehicles 
in line, and elicits excitement 
from the employees of neigh¬ 
boring businesses. 

“Hotdogs,” said the life- 
size hotdog while raising its 
arms triumphantly in the air. 

Perhaps it is that very 
commitment to the customers 
— the willingness to help stave 
off hunger by overtly interact¬ 
ing with the crowd — that has 
kept so many people faithful 
over the years. 

David said he has three 
to four generations who eat at 
Wienerland, which has made 
his business a “Tyler icon.” He 
said he recognizes some cus¬ 
tomers who came through in 
child car seats, who now bring 
their own kids through. Even 
dogs are welcome in the drive- 
thru, always receiving a dog 
treat or hotdog if preferred. 

The recipes haven’t 
changed, and neither has the 
building in which Wienerland 
first began. David said he has 
had customers tell him that 
he better not sell his business 
because there aren’t a lot of 
options for a triangle shaped 
building with a hole in the 
middle. 

So memorable is the 
peaked red roof, that the em¬ 
ployees at College Books often 
use the fast food restaurant as 
a landmark when people need 
directions to the store. 

“Everyone knows where 
Wienerland is,” DeeDee 
Hanson, owner of College 
Books, said. 

Even people in Minne¬ 
sota and Mexico are familiar 


with the place. David said he 
has had a number of custom¬ 
ers order a large amount of 
hotdogs and chili dogs just so 
they could ship them to vari¬ 
ous states and countries across 
the globe. 

Some customers who 
have moved away from Tyler 
still crave a familiar hometown 
snack from time to time. 

Mary Pessink, who works 
at Wienerland with her hus¬ 
band, said that people just 
have to get their chilidog fix. 
She said the chilidogs are 
good comfort food for their 
customers. 

A loyal fan base has 
helped to keep Wienerland 
thriving for the last 40 years, 
and David Pessink knows a 
good thing when he’s got it. 

“I love Wienerland,” he 
said. “It’s a dog-eat-dog world, 
but you got to relish the mo¬ 
ments.” 


DAY - BY - DAY CALENDER OF 
EVENTS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.TJCNEWSPAPER.COM 



#Show Us Your School Spirit 


★ hoodies ★Organization T Shirts 

★Nike Sportswear ★All Sports t Shirts 
★mesh Shorts ★Caps 

I 

. Come See us At 

College Books 

12J2 E. 5TH ST. 

Across From TJC 

your "Off” campu-s Store...for your "On" campus Needs 



ITALIAN GRILL 



♦2 Off Single 
One topping Pizza 

*wust show Student IP 


903-526-9300 * 2105 L 5TH ST 
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FINISH STRONG WITH 


A DEGREE IN LIBERAL STUDIES! 




www.tamu-commerce.edu/liberalstudies 


qou see A 
lluetibAk vf. 
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"itte -mue 
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Turn 

your past 
studies and 
current interests 


into a highly marketable 
degree in liberal studies from 

A&M-COMMERCE 

Whether you’re passionate about pop culture, working with 
kids or making a difference in the global marketplace, a 
liberal studies degree will get you there quickly. Find out 
today how we’ve made getting a degree convenient, 
affordable and tailor-made to you. 

www.tamu-commerce.edu/liberalstudies 


TEXAS A&M 

UNIVERSITY 

COMMERCE 
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PLASMA SERVICES 


40022 


Tickets available in the Student Mpl 
beginning October 20th. Free with Tj 
Tyler Junior College 
Department of Student Affairs 


BONUS COUPON 


FOR NEW 
DONORS ONLY 


Bring this coupon with you to your first plasma 
donation and receive an extra $10 bonus. 
''Bonus redeemable upon completion of a full donation. 
Coupon cannot be combined with any other Biolife offer. 




_ 


NEED MONEY? 
SAVE A LIFE. 


Donating plasma at ' 
BioLife Plasma Services 
can save a life and 
pay you back. 


Receive up to $220 per month, 
and for a limited time, bring the 
Bonus Coupon to your first 
donation for an extra $10. 


SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY AT 
903.592.1144 

Biolife Plasma Services 
1827 W. Gentry Pkwy. 

Tyler, TX 

www.biolifeplasma.com 
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arts&entertainment 


Academy of Dance, ETSO stage collaboration 


By Natalie Kushner 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 

The TJC Academy of Dance is celebrat¬ 
ing their 20th anniversary production of Tchai¬ 
kovsky’s “The Nutcracker” with two firsts: a 
performance on the Cowan Center stage and 
collaboration with the East Texas Symphony 
Orchestra. 

After two years of negotiations and plan¬ 
ning, the Academy of Dance and the ETSO 
agreed in August that two performances of 
“The Nutcracker” would be held at the UT- 
Tyler Cowan Center on Dec. 6. 

“My first thought was, ‘Well, let’s do it 
with live music,’” said Jennifer Bailey, Direc¬ 
tor of the TJC Academy of Dance and director 
of “The Nutcracker” for the past seven seasons. 
“Most companies and schools nowadays can’t 
afford live musical accompaniment, so it’s very 
rare to see dance performances with an orches¬ 
tra, and I’m glad that we were able to put this 
i together.” 

“It is a great pleasure to join forces with 
Tyler Junior College and the Academy of 
Dance in this collaboration that marks our 65th 
concert season and the college’s 20th anniver¬ 
sary production,” ETSO Executive Director 
Nancy Wren said. “It’s a wonderful crescendo 
to our ongoing relationship and a unique op¬ 
portunity to bring our audiences together and 
provide a rich cultural experience for families 
in East Texas.” 

“It’s exciting,” said Ashley Blevins, a soph¬ 
omore dancer who also performed last year. 
“This year we have an orchestra, so it’ll be more 
professional.. We’ll also be on the Cowan stage, 
so it’s going to be a difference experience.” 

Bailey believes that the greatest achieve¬ 
ment is that, for the students, the event will 
be the first time they have performed with live 
music. 

The students that are involved in the pro¬ 
duction, for most of them, will be a once-in- 
j a-lifetime opportunity,” Bailey said. “They get 


to dance on the Cowan Center stage, which is 
much bigger than our own stage. So that’s also 
a treat for them, as well.” 

This year, the two guest artists that will be 
filling the roles of the Sugar Plum Fairy and 
Cavalier will be Christa and Shannon Bea- 
cham from Fort Worth. The Beachams have 
danced for Texas Ballet Theater and currently 
teach at several studios in the Fort Worth area. 
Christa Beacham has collaborated with Bailey 
and taught students at TJC in recent years. The 
guest artists also teach a master class for the ad¬ 
vanced dance students. 

Dance students will also perform an abbre¬ 
viated version of the ballet for two “school shows” 

Ci It’s very rare to see dance 
performances with an or¬ 
chestra, and I’m glad that 
we were able to put this 
together. }) 

— Jennifer Bailey 

Director, TJC Academy of Dance 


that will be available to students in grades K-12 
and home-schooled children within a 30-mile 
radius on Dec. 5. The hour-long performances 
include a narrator and give a behind-the-scenes 
look into the inner workings of a stage produc¬ 
tion. Study guides are sent to the schools to help 
younger students understand the plot. 

“We figure it’s a great way to educate and 
recruit for TJC,” Bailey said. 

Ticket sales begin Nov. 3, and prices 
for the 2 p.m. matinee range from $16-$21. 
Prices for the 7:30 p.m. performance for stu¬ 
dents range from $16.50-$32, and $33-$64 for 
non-students. Tickets can only be purchased 
through the Cowan Center, by going online to 
cowancenter.org or by calling the box office at 
903-566-7424. 




Photos by Martin Davis 

A MAGICAL EVENING Above and below, images from last year’s performance. This year 
will be the first time TJC dancers will take the Cowan stage and perform with the ETSO. 
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‘Music of the Heart’ 


Musicians of all kinds find instructors cultivate their passion 

By Kenny Freeman director of bands, said. 

Staff Wri ter “That’s one of the things band offers to people is a way to 

be more positive in interpersonal relationships,” he said. 


Like walking up to the edge of a cliff and deciding 
whether or not to jump, the tension builds. Heart pounding 
through her head all the way into her feet, the musician takes 
a deep breath, remembering what she was taught. Sitting 
down, nerves continue to build as she tries to calm her mind 
and just do what she knows. Finally, she takes the jump and 
starts. Soon enough the crowd melts away and all that’s left 
is the musician, the instrument and the fact she is getting to 
spread what she loves in each sitting. 

“At first it was because it was challenging to play,” said 
Heather Mensch, music instructor. “Then as I began per¬ 
forming more throughout high school, it was because of the 
adrenaline rush you get when you perform well.” 

Just like stepping out of an airplane at a couple of thou¬ 
sand feet, that same rush comes over a musician when he or 
she steps on stage in front of an audience to perform. 

Along with the adrenaline comes the intense joy of be¬ 
ing able to master a piece of music that most would never 
consider being able to play. With a feeling so strong comes a 
desire to help others achieve that same place and feeling. 

“I love it more now because I get to teach students how 
I to fall in love with music,” Mensch said. “That’s what revital¬ 
izes me every year to come back to teaching and give it my 
ah.” 

Through this drive and through the music department 
each of these instructors strive for the best out of their stu¬ 
dents. 

“My ultimate goal is for students to be better people 
when they are through with my program,” Thomas Mensch, 


This is a common theme in the music department. 

“A desire of mine is to instill leadership in these kids, so 
that when they walk out of that room they are leaders among 
their peers,” instructor Angela Smith said. 

The goal of all music instructors is for their students to 
grow and learn not only in music but also in the ways they 
interact both inside and outside of the classroom. 

Each person comes to love music in his or her own spe¬ 
cific way. 

“I came into the year being really, really shy. Now you 
cannot shut me up,” said Norman Jones a freshman Harmony 
and Understanding student. 

“It’s a blast. It boosts your confidence and helps your 
voice,” said sophomore Harmony and Understanding student 
Allyson Hicks. 

“I got an electric guitar when I was 20, and I dropped out 
of school for a while and practiced like eight hours a day,” said 
Tony Korkmas, a guitar player in jazz ensemble. 

People like jazz guitarists Pat Metheny and jazz alto 
saxophonists Paul Desmond influenced the way that he per¬ 
ceives and projects music. Dedication is what really lets a per¬ 
son master their craft. 

Others like Dr. Mensch, whose love is trombone, listen 
to all kinds of music from classic rock to country to classical. 
Each of these influences a musician in specific ways. 

But just because someone is an instructor does not mean 
he is finished performing. Dr. Mensch loves playing in the big 
band but also subs for the Shreveport Symphony when he has 
the opportunity. He is also working on a solo recital. 



campus 


APACHE PRIDE The Apache Band marches in the 75th Texas Rose Festival Parade in Tyler on Oct. 18. 


‘Big’ and ‘little’ Belles 
carry on family tradition 


By Travis Plaisance 

Staff Writer 

‘Bigs and littles’ have 
brought the Belles closer 
together but have also kept 
them in touch with their 
past. 

“The best moment was 
when we got our ‘bigs,’” 
freshman Belle Emma Schaaf 
said. “It made us more excit¬ 
ed about the year and what’s 
to come.” 

When Director Ruth 
Flynn took over the Belles 
in 1984, she started a tradi¬ 
tion that has continued ever 
since. 

Every year the sopho¬ 
more Belles each choose a 
freshman Belle to take under 
their wing and show them 
what it takes to be an Apache 
Belle. 

Thi^ tradition, affection¬ 
ately called ‘bigs and littles,’ 
was implemented to help 
with bonding. 

“I started it so that there 
would be bonding between 
the two classes,” Flynn said. 
“The next year it restarts as 
the Tittles’become the ‘bigs.’” 

The tradition doesn’t end 
when a Belle graduates from 
TJC. 

“The Belles are just like 
a family,” sophomore Belle 
Danielle Frank said. They 
have a lineage just like a fam¬ 
ily tree, which connects each 
class of Belles since 1984 to 
the present. 

“They keep track of their 
lineage from year to year,” 
Flynn said. “[They] have 
family pictures made involv¬ 
ing bigs and littles of mul¬ 
tiple years.” 

When Belle Camp 
kicked off Aug. 10, the fresh¬ 
men young ladies started 
their journey to becoming 
Apache Belles. 

During the camp, the 
freshmen learned what it 
takes to be a Belle. What 
they didn’t know w r as that the 
sophomore girls were mea¬ 
suring them up: the sopho- 


III started it so 
there would be 
bonding between 
the two classes.» 

— Ruth Flynn 

Director, Apache Belles 


mores were getting to know 
them and trying to figure out 
which freshmen they wanted 
as their Tittle.’ 

The sophomores chose 
which freshman they take 
under their wing. 

“We get to pick who we 
want,” said sophomore Belle 
Lisa Hall. “It’s like your little 
sister who you get to take 
care of.” 

Each lineage of the Belle 
family passes down gifts 
from ‘bigs’ to Tittles’. There 
are gifts that are given that 
have a general meaning and 
some that have a more tradi¬ 
tion laced history. 

Earlier this school year 
Frank gave her Tittle,’ fresh¬ 
man Belle Natalie Vance, a 
tack board because she was 
given one by her ‘big’ last 
year. 

Then there are some that 
are traditional and are passed 
down in a family. Those gifts 
carry extra meaning with 
them. 

“You know that some¬ 
body before you got that ex¬ 
act same gift,” Hall said. “It’s 
what is exciting about it.” 

‘Bigs and littles’ also 
helps to build bonds be¬ 
tween the Belles. Sophomore 
Courtney Boyd said that they 
have what is called “big and 
little night.” They go out to 
dinner and watch movies to¬ 
gether. 

This helps to bring the 
two different classes together. 
It also helps incoming fresh¬ 
man to get to know each 
other and build friendships 
based on the friendships be¬ 
tween their ‘bigs.’ 
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Photos by Randall Watson 


THE ART OF SCIENCE A local tattoo artist, “Lazy," makes his first pipe learning from the techniques of 
the Menzie brothers, fiber optic engineers. Glass blowing is an intricate science involving negatively and 
positively charging sheets of glass and adding metallic materials to the negative side for colorization. 



GLASS 


- continued from page 1~ 



They sell their handmade pipes to Dragon’s Breath located on Second and 
Vine in Tyler. 

“Our father makes custom made western boots. We grew up in an envi* 
ronment learning how to make stuff,” said Will Menzies. 

The Menzies brothers said they were both traveling to Ohio, Washing, 
ton, Missouri and California working as fiber optic engineers when a chance 
or fated encounter changed their collective lives. 

They met a man by the name of Bob Snodgrass, a renowned glass blow* 
er. 

“You need a glass blower? You need Bob Snodgrass, Will said. 

They started working for him doing odd jobs and selling his glass fora j 
whole year before being taught to blow glass themselves. 

Laid out on their workstation were glass tubes and rods, but also strange 
glass squares. 

Charging a sheet of glass with electricity creates diachronic glass, they 
explained. 

One side of the glass becomes positive and the other negative. To get a 
pearlescent color, heavy metal like platinum, for example, is put in a chamber 
with the charged sheet of glass. 

The metal automatically vaporizes and sticks to the negative side evenly 
coating it with an opaque color. 

This glass was actually invented by NASA and is a scientific process that 
creates a beautiful two-toned glass that changes when light shines through 
it. 

The Menzies brothers are both full of life and wanted to do something 
they loved rather than just have a job for financial stability. 

“Glass blowing has taught me about life,” Grant said. 

Surely the lessons from blowing glass are as ambiguous as diachronic 
glass.to most, but the Menzies seem to see crystal clear. 
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at all Southside Bank Locations 


* m-- * 


2 Convenient ATMs on Campus 


Graphic Arts 1 
Photography 


• ONE IN ROGERS STUDENT CENTER 

• ONE ON WEST CAMPUS RY CAFETERIA 




Banking Made Easy 


For more information 

contact Judy Young. (903)510 2423 jyou@tjc.edu T-324 


'Mammc 


www.southside.com 
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TJC Helps out with Breast Cancer Awareness Month 


By Michael George 

Sports Editor 

Tyler Junior College athletics did their part 
in supporting Breast Cancer Awareness Month by 
holding a charity at the TJC volleyball game against 
Panola on Oct 23. The volleyball team also showed 
their support by wearing pink uniforms and going on 
to defeat Panola three games to one. 

“Our volleyball coach, Coach Hatch, she came 
up to me a litde earlier in the year and brought me 
some information dealing with the Side-Out Foun¬ 
dation. She had seen it around and then I contacted 
them and we coordinated from there and got things 
rolling for the month of October and got the date 
set and went from there,” Assistant Athletic Director 
Charles Smith said. 

Tyler Junior College and Side-Out Foundation 
got together to help women through breast cancer re¬ 
search and raised money to help with the Side-Out 
Foundation. 

“Our goal was originally set for $2,000 and 
hopefully all the tickets, T-shirt sellings and big pub¬ 
lication over the next few days will get us close to our 
goal,” Smith said. 

Women at the game were grateful that TJC was 
doing something to show their support. Especially 
TJC staff member Peggy Copper. 

- “This is great, and Pm impressed that TJC is 
supporting this. This is my first time being a part of 
an organization like this and I saw the email on this 
on the TJC email because I work at the financial aid 
office, and I know this is something I needed to come 
and support.” 



Cooper did have breast cancer and now is a 
breast cancer survivor. 

“I was diagnosed with breast cancer in Decem¬ 
ber 2007. I been through chemo radiation and now 
Fm a survivor. Now every day is important and there 
are a lot more women out there that has breast cancer 
then we realized,” Cooper said. 

TJC students thought it was a great idea that 
TJC athletics is supporting the fight against breast 
cancer. 

“I think that it is a real good thing that they 
coming out for us women. It feels real good to go to 



TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE Volleyball team wears pink to support breast cancer 
awareness month wins on October 23 against Panola, (left) Breast Cancer 
survivor Peggy cooper aslo helps the fight against Breast Cancer. 


a school that does this,” Alexandria Hob- 
bis said. 

“For those with breast cancer, you 
have to reach out for each other and know 


that you can survive it and you can make 
a lot of good things in your life. You have 
to stick with it and have a good attitude 
about the situation,” Cooper said. 



Photo by Michael George 


THE TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE Men’s Soccer team kicks coastal Bend 
College at pat Hartley field on October 24. The final score was 10-0. 


TJC looking forward to rivarly 
game against San Jacinto College 


By Matt Sneed 

Staff Writer 

Rivalries are games that you want 
to win. You want to win every game 
but on the day you face a rival, it is al¬ 
most a must win. 

Over the past five years the rival¬ 
ry for the Region 14 Soccer Title has 
been between the San Jacinto Wolves 
and the Tyler Junior College Apaches. 

The Regional Champion was 
crowned on the home field of the 
Apaches last season, and it was not the 
Apaches.The Championship game had 
been tied at zero for the entire game. 
As it went into the second overtime, 
both teams were left scrambling. 

The game ended in a 0-0 tie and 
was going to be decided in a shootout. 
The 2007 Apache season came to an 
end last year as the ball sailed up and 
over the right post, on the fifth penalty 
kick. 

“I remember both teams in a 
crouch and as soon as the ball sailed 
over the net, one team fell and the oth¬ 
er team started running onto the field,” 
said Apache soccer fan Ryan LeRoy. 


Although the 2007 campaign 
ended badly for the Apaches, the 2008 
season is off to a great start with all- 
2-1 record. Although the Apaches 
know that, beyond seeding, the record 
doesn’t mean much for their run at the 
national championship. 

“We started the season off great, 
but in order for us to accomplish our 
goal of winning a national champion¬ 
ship, we have to win the regional tour¬ 
nament first,” Captain Adam Girdle- 
stone said. 

This year, the regional tournament 
will be held in Houston at the home of 
the Wolves. Regardless of the outcome 
of the regional tournament, the dis¬ 
trict tournament will be held in Tyler 
the weekend following regionals. The 
Apaches know that the regional tour¬ 
nament will be a hard-fought battle. 

“It is the most physical game of 
the year. The game is played at a very 
high level. The talent is very strong on 
both sides of the ball,” Sophomore Al¬ 
len Thomson said. 

On the field the games are physi¬ 
cal and competitive, but the two teams 
know to leave the rivalry on the field. 


“We [Steve Clements and 
San Jacinto Head Coach Dr. David 
Santestabon] are good buddies. We 
have a mutual respect for. one another. 
It is not a dirty rivalry. On the field it 
is a tough game but once the game 
is over, its over,” Head Men’s Soccer 
Coach Steve Clements said. 

The Apaches able to manage a 
0-0 tie when the two teams played in 
Tyler earlier this year, but at San Jacin¬ 
to’s home field in Houston, they were 
able to manage a 3-2 victory over the 
Apaches in late October. 

“It was a good game. We just let 
them come back at the end. We now 
know what we have to do,” Thomson 
said after the loss. 

“We had a two goal lead with 
thirty minutes to play. We just need 
to do a better job of closing the game 
out,” sophomore goalkeeper Sam Gor¬ 
don said. 

If the Apaches can get by Lon 
Morris on Oct. 31 in Houston. They 
will have a chance to do what San Ja¬ 
cinto did last year — win the regional 
championship on the home field of 
their biggest rival. 


Assistant Coach looks 

Jannequa Foster 

Staff Writer 


Last season, the Lady Apaches 
basketball team’s old assistant coach 
helped the ladies end their season 
with-a 21-9 record, with the new as¬ 
sistant coach, it is going to be a whole 
new ball game. 

Lakeisha Grant, former assistant 
coach for TJC Women’s Basketball, 
was the coach for six months last 
season. Grant left TJC because she 
wanted to pursue other career oppor¬ 
tunities. 

“I am actually trying to go over¬ 
seas and play for the WNBA,” Grant 
said. 

While she is trying to do that, 
she is also working at a bank and go- 
ln g to school for her teaching certi¬ 
fication. 

T enjoy coaching, but right now 
I wanted to try this and if nothing 
happens then later become a high 
school basketball coach,” Grant said. 

“When giving advice, I would 


say be a coach first, then be a friend 
someone the ladies can feel like they 
can come and talk to,” Grant said. 

“She is absolutely correct. I am 
not here to be a friend,” said new as¬ 
sistant coach Tenechia Gittens. “Be¬ 
ing a coach first will get more respect 
than being a friend first.” 

Coach Gittens is from Montreal 
Quebec, Canada. 

“Some friends of mine told me 
about her and said she was interested 
in coaching. So I called her up, and 
she sent me her resume and she was 
the best candidate,” Coach Tills- 
Jones said. 

“Coach Jones’s philosophy and 
the atmosphere is why I really wanted 
to work for her,” Gittens said. 

“Coach Gittens is older so she is 
mature and that is one of the reasons 
she qualifies for the job,” Till-Jones 
said. 

Gittens has previous coaching 
experiences in the Amateur Athletic 
Union, high school boys and girls, 
and also at the Boys 8c Girls Club. 
Coach Gittens is looking forward to 


to help with Women’s Basketball 



TENECHIA GITTENS 


winning some games. 

“Coach Jones has been here for 
almost 10 years, and I want to help 
add to her wins,” Gittens said. “Be¬ 
cause I know what to expect I want 
the ladies to understand thatT know 
what it takes to get to where they are 
trying to go, and most importantly, 
concentrate on school.” 



Photo by Michael George 

ASSISTANT HEAD COACH TENECHIA GITTENS coaching the Tyler 
Junior College Women's basketball Team during practice on Oct. 28. 


Big XII and BCS Shootout between no. 1 Longhorns and no. 7 Red Raiders 

By Chuck Carlton 

The Dallas Morning News 


As the nation’s No. 1 team by every 
poll and computer ranking, Texas barely ha9 
time to catch its breath, let alone celebrate 
ffieir accomplishments. 

A win over Oklahoma took the Long¬ 
horns to the top spot. Victories over No. 11 
Missouri and seventh-ranked Oklahoma 
State kept them there. 


The reward: a Saturday night in Lub¬ 
bock against a Texas Tech team that has 
risen to seventh in the most recent Bowl 
Championship Series standings and could 
find itself much higher with a win. 

“Everybody’s shooting to knock you 
down,” said Texas cornerback Ryan Palmer. 
“We control our own destiny, but it’s kind of 
hard in the Big 12 when you’re playing Top 
10 teams every week.” 

Texas Tech may or may not be the best 


team that the Longhorns will face in their 
four-game tour of the Big 12’s elite. 

Tech almost certainly represents the 
biggest challenge. 

The Oklahoma game was played in the 
ultimate neutral site, the 50-50 split at the 
Cotton Bowl. 

Missouri and Oklahoma State came to 
the familiar surroundings of Darrell K Roy- 
al-Texas Memorial Stadium. 

Now Texas must travel into a charged 


atmosphere on the home turf of another 
unbeaten. 

ESPN’s College GameDay crew will 
be in the house. An ABC national audience 
will be watching. 

Things have not rocked like this in 
Lubbock since native son Buddy Holly ap¬ 
peared in the same concert with an in-his- 
prime Elvis. 
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Students a no show at school sporting events 


Ryan Chriss 

Online Editor 

If you look around a Tyler Junior College 
sporting event, you will see lots of students. 
The question is where? 

If you are at a football game you can find 
them all over the place in the band on the 
field, not to mention the cheerleaders, and the 
apache belles. 

The low student turn outs and the soccer 
and volleyball games are even less difficult to 
spot but why aren’t TJC students showing up 
to support their sports teams. 

A recent survey was conducted at TJC to 
ask students if they attend any of the sporting 
events. The survey excluded any student that 
was apart of a team or any organization that is 
required to be at any school game. 

Out of 100 students that were asked if 
they attend school sporting functions, only 38 
said yes, they attend these events and 62 said 


that they do not. 

When all 62 were asked why they didn’t 
attend games, almost a third of the students 
said that they were working during the time 
of the games. 

But a larger majority of the students asked 
cited other reasons for not going to the games. 
One resounding answer was the lack of stu¬ 
dents knowing when the game was. 

“There is not really any way that we know 
when the games are, unless you walk by the 
gym,” freshman Emily Sullens said. 

There is a sign that is placed out in front 
of Wagstaff gymnasium for all home volleyball 
and basketball games. 

One other reason that some said they 
didn’t attend games was lack of transporta¬ 
tion. 

“There is no transportation; there are a lot 
of students on campus that don’t drive,” said 
Mike Taylor, a soccer player at TJC. 

Most of the road games are out of the 


SCHOOL SPIRIT 


Only 38 out of 100 students said they 
attend school sporting events. 

question for students but many feel like there 
just are not enough of them. 

“There are not that many home games,” 
Jacolby Traylor said. 

Other Students said that there is no real 
sence of school spirit. 

“Nobody goes to the games because there 
is no real student life,” sophomore Nicholas 
Bremby said. 

Several of the students that were polled 
said that they were very busy and didn’t have 
time to come all the way back to Tyler to go 
to a game. 

“I don’t have time because I live an hour 
and a half away,” TJC student Shannon Spin¬ 
dle said. 

Certain students feel that the time it takes 


to go to a football game, sit and watch \\ 
game. Then turn around and drive back hot] 
is not a priority in the busy life of a studen 
especially in when the students were worK 
there attendance at the games around work, 

“With school and work and all of the ott 
er responsibilities of being an adult, I just 4 
not have time to go. But I am there in spirit 
student Avante Rogers said. 

A few of the students said that they w e , 
just not interested enough to go to any of tl 
sporting events 

“The games are just boring, ” student Jam ( 
Faulkner said. 

College Sports are a big part of the col 
lege experience, and it doesn’t matter if y ou , I 
going or not a majority of students at T) 
don’t consider it an important enough ever 
for any sport, not just football, soccer, basket 
ball or volleyball, or any of the many TJC spoi 
organizations, to stop and take time and got 
the games. 


WELCOME 

- continuedfrom page 13■ 


-- campus 

UT, Texas Tech shoot out 


Things have not rocked like this in 
Lubbock since native son Buddy Holly 
appeared in the same concert with an 
in-his-prime Elvis. 

“I don’t feel hype, I just see foot¬ 
balls,” Tech receiver Michael Crabtree 
said after the Colorado game. “What¬ 
ever they say, I don’t listen to it.” 

Good luck with that. 

Upset will be in the air. 

“Night game. ABC,” Texas 
receiver Quan Cosby said. “If you love 
this game, you have passion for this 
game, it’s really hard not to get fired 
up.” 

“A win would put the Longhorns 
into a potential glide path to the BCS 
title game. While Baylor and Texas 
A&M are traditional rivals, neither is 
enjoying a great season. Kansas just got 
humiliated at home by Texas Tech. 

And the likely opponent in the 
Big 12 title game is Missouri, which 
trailed Texas, 35-0, earlier this season. 

Yet Texas coach Mack Brown has 
preached caution while praising his 
team’s approach. 

“This is a really good football team, 
and I didn’t think we had a letdown at 
all,” Brown said after the Oklahoma 
State win. “They are just having fun 
playing and enjoying who they are and 
what they’ve accomplished so far.” 


((This is a really good 
football team, and I 
didn’t think we had a 
letdown at all. They are 
just having fun playing 
and enjoying who they 
are...?? 

— Micheal Crabtree 

Texas Tech Receiver , Soph. 


While he has seen his team score 
50 points on Tech in three of the last 
four meetings and he has lost just once 
to counterpart Mike Leach, it was 
costly. 

The 2002 Longhorns .were ranked 
fourth and thinking about a national 
title. 

Tech countered with veteran 
quarterback Kliff Kingsbury and do- 
everything receiver Wes Welker (247 
all-purpose years) in a 42-38 upset. 

This season, Tech features three- 
year quarterback starter Graham Har¬ 
rell and Crabtree, who can break a 
game open in coundess ways. 

For Texas, it’s just another week at 
the top. 



TEXAS TECH Danny Amendola is stopped just short of the goal line by Texas Erick Jackson in 
the third quarter at Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium in Austin on November 10. 




For more information, email tjcnews@tjc.edu 
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